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01. INTRODUCTION AND CONTEXT
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02. EXISTING SITE CONDITIONS / SITE ANALYSIS



ANALYSIS: DEVELOPMENT PLAN EXTRACT

LEGEND

Walkways & Cycleways
m Architectural Conservation Areas
7//// Long Term Strategic Development Lands
ZO 01, Sustainable Residential Neighbourhoods
Z0 02, New Residential Neighbourhoods
Z0 03, Long-term Strategic Regeneration
- Z0 04, Mixed Use Development
- Z0 06, Urban Town Centre
B zo 09, Light Industry and Related Uses
- Z0O 15, Public Open Space
Z0O 16, Sports Grounds and Facilities
W Z0 19, Rivers and Water Bodies Protection
B zo 20, City Hinterland

Source: Cork City Development Plan 20222028
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ANALYSIS: SITE PHOTOS

View 1

View 3 View 4
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GREEN & BLUE INFRASTRUCTURE:KEY DEVELOPMENT PLAN OBJECTIVES

Based on the Cork County Development plan 2022-2028 Objective Gl 14-3 all new developments require a green and blue infrastructure statement . Volume 1, Chapter 14
sets out a number of principles and themes as well as key components of Green and Blue infrastructure (GBl)which are summarized below and inform the site-specific GBI

proposals for the subject site as outlined on page 14.

PRINCIPLES AND THEMES

Green infrastructure includes the integration of vegetation, trees, and open green spaces, while blue infrastructure

features such as streams, wetlands, swales, dry basins, and infiltration systems.

focuses on sustainable water management through

By combining these two strategies, any new development will promote sustainability, enhance biodiversity, support healthy ecosystems and neighbourhoods , and improve the
overall quality of life for residents. Successful implementation will require thoughtful planning, collaboration with key stakeholders, and the use of innovative design solutions .
These measures are central to creating sustainable, forward -thinking neighbourhoods that prioritise both people and nature.

KEY COMPONENTS

Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SuDS) aim to manage stormwater effectively, minimize flood risks, and
promote sustainable water management practices. By implementing a comprehensive SUDS strategy, the
development site can enhance its resilience to extreme weather events, protect water resources, and create a
more sustainable and environmentally friendly living environments . SuDS proposals must be developed
appropriate to local site ground conditions .

SuDS components can make a significant contribution at to the biodiversity (ecological) value of an area (eg. rain
gardens, swales, detention basins, trees). It is this biodiversity and ecology

SUDS EXAMPLES:
A Permeable Paving

A Rain Gardens

A Swales

A Infiltration Basins

Biodiversity in housing developments is crucial . It means a variety of plants, animals, and insects can thrive, creating
a balanced environment . This diversity improves air quality, promotes pollination for gardens, and enhances
residents' well -being . Preserving biodiversity ensures a healthier and more sustainable living space for everyone .

Enhance biodiversity is done by choosing native plant species that naturally belong to the area and including

pollinator -friendly non-native species to attract bees and butterflies . This thoughtful landscaping promotes a

thriving ecosystem, supports local wildlife, and contributes to the overall well -being of both nature and residents .

Open spaces and recreation are integral components of green infrastructure in housing developments .
Emphasizing the preservation of existing habitats and the establishment of new ones within amenity spaces is
essential. This approach fosters biodiversity and enhances the overall ecological balance. Ensuring robust
connectivity among all green spaces contributes to a cohesive and well -integrated environment . Beyond providing
areas for leisure and physical activity, this systematic incorporation of green infrastructure elevates the quality of life
for residents. It also underscores a commitment to sustainable urban planning, creating neighbourhoods that
harmoniously blend with nature while offering residents accessible and thriving green environments .

SuDsxample
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EXISTING GREEN & BLUE INFRASTRUCTURE (GBI)LOCAL AREA OVERVIEW
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] The proposed development, set within a rich tapestry of green and blue infrastructure, will have open space,
=1 biodiversity and nature -based solutions at its heart
- " woodland parkland ~ public green spaces hedgerows
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04. DESIGN CONCEPT
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DESIGN CONCEPT. OPEN SPACE STRATEGY

OPEN SPACES STRATEGY

The masterplan establishes distinct spaces and defines their intended functions

The Hearth Corner  Internal plazas Central Square Green Streets Private Gardens Woodland Walks
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DESIGN CONCEPT. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER TYPOLOGIES
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DESIGN CONCEPT. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER TYPOLOGIES

Wool Mills

Blarney became known for its wool and textile industries,
particularly for producing higlquality BlarneywWoollen

Mills. The design reflects traditional wool spinning, which
follows a circular motion, with wool being wound around
circular bobbins and loops
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DESIGN CONCEPT. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER TYPOLOGIES

The Square
A well-preservedvillagegreenthat servesasa centralfocal

point for community life. Located at the heart of the
development,it is open and easily walkable This green
spaceis one of the few of its kind in Ireland, contributing
significantlyto Blarney'suniquecharacter
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DESIGN CONCEPT. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER TYPOLOGIES

Woodland Glades Reflecting. t I NJ6&th Qridulating
terrain, where the castle sits elevated on rocky ground,
overlooking the lower lands shaped by the river. These
natural contours create a senseof movementand form an
immersive green space that promotes community
connection physicahealth,and mentalwell-being
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DESIGN CONCEPT: INSPIRING IMAGES

Resting places along circulation Natural Play
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DESIGN CONCEPT:LANDSCAPE MASTERPLAN
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