
Caibidil: Volume 1 - Written Statement » 1.
Introduction

Eochairfhocail: 

Tuairimí: 

Keep the city a�ordable and increase housing, end dereliction.

To Point 1.10. : (page 10) The plan sets out develop the city as one of the most attractive places in Europe to live in.

The aim should be amended to include 'a&ordable'. Cork is a beautiful city but it is getting harder and harder to

a&ord to live here. This could be addressed by implementing a city-wide living wage of at least €12.50 per hour for

anyone working here combined with strategies to not just cap rents but actively lower the current rents that are

asked for.

To Point 1.11: (page 28) The RSES supports investment in initiatives that deliver housing growth, increasing

a&ordable housing and tenure mix, tackling vacancies and enhancing communities- this point should be expanded

to speci2cally mention aiming at an increase in social housing to aid those most in need.

To Point 1.13: (page 44) While the introduction of the vacant site levy is commendable and the Derelict Sites

Register is increasing, these measures may not be enough to put available space back into use to address the

shortage of available living spaces now and into the future. CCC should increase the derelict sites unit and start

looking into using compulsory purchase orders to acquire sites that can then be used by the council to build

a&ordable housing. This would create additional income for CCC which can be used to compulsory purchase

further vacant sites and derelict buildings into the future.

To Point 1.14: (page 45) Even though it is good news that the vacancy rate for houses in Cork is lower than the

national average and the vacancy rate for apartments less than a percentage point higher than the national

average, the question of quality of housing should be taken into account. Due to the di7culties people have in

2nding accommodation as mentioned on Today with Claire Byrne on Radio 1 on 28th September 2021, people end

up living in accommodation that is below an acceptable level of hygiene and repair. CCC may need to create a

working group helping tenants deal with accommodation in need of repair long before the place can be deemed

derelict.

To Point 1.15: (page 59) At the moment CCC seems to own a number of properties that lay vacant as per the

derelict sites register. These could be used to build a&ordable apartments and housing units to be rented out by

CCC directly and not by a developer. This would open up another source of funding for the development of our city.
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Caibidil: Volume 1 - Written Statement » 3. Delivering Homes and
Communities

Ábhair: Delivering homes and sustainable
neighbourhoods

Eochairfhocail: 

Documents Attached: Níl

Teorainneacha Gafa ar an léarscáil: Níl

Keep rents low for students!

To point 3.37: (page 79) The increase in provision of student accommodation over the duration of the development

plan should incorporate measures to ensure these are kept a&ordable. Purpose-built student accommodation is

used by full time students who may at most have a part time job, not a full-time income. Measures should be in

place to reBect this in the rent levels. The measures mentioned in 3.40 to achieve this through exempting PBSA

schemes from the provisions of Part V of the Development Act may not be enough. Rent caps should be in place to

keep the rent for low-income students well below market rate.

To point 3.46: (page 80) In order to curb under- occupation of the housing stock older people living on their own

could be encouraged to allow students to live with them for rent and social time. This has been trialled in The

Netherlands but unfortunately I am not aware of the outcome of the trial.

student accommodation, a&ordability

2

https://consult.corkcity.ie/ga/consultation/draft-cork-city-development-plan-2022-2028/chapter/volume-1-written-statement?language=ga
https://consult.corkcity.ie/ga/consultation/draft-cork-city-development-plan-2022-2028/chapter/3-delivering-homes-and-communities?language=ga
http://3.37
http://3.46

