Cork City Development Plan :- Submission

Objectives Relevant:
Strategic Objective 5, SO 3, SO 7.
Objectives 4.1, 6.3, 6.21.
[bookmark: _Hlk84000212]Summary: This submission relates to the effect of any future proposed Marina and Tivoli road bridges. If of a fixed type, either one or both would serve to close maritime access to the citys quays to all but small craft. This would in effect deliberately terminate Cork citys historical connection to the sea, and limit future maritime tourism, recreational and enterprise opportunities. This would be contrary to several stated Strategic Objectives and Objectives in the Draft Development Plan. 
Note: This submission does NOT encompass the proposed Light Rail/Public Transport bridge in the Custom House Quay area, but the potential road bridges further East and downriver at Marina and Tivoli. 

Comments
1. Relevant extracts from Draft Development Plan and supporting Documents
Phase 2 Draft Development Plan Vol 1 Written Statement, 
· Strategic Objective for Growth SO 5, states -inter alia-  “ …enhance landscape character and maritime heritage….manage access to green and blue spaces that provide recreation…”
· SO7 states “…identify, protect, enhance and grow Corks unique heritage…”
· Chap 6 (para 6.7) Cork City GBI Objectives -Tourism and Recreation refers to ..”Corks maritime history and in particular its relationship with the river Lee..”
· Para 6.9 makes several references to water based recreation
· Objective 6.3 refers to facilitating accessibility to the river Lee and Cork Harbour and encouraging amenity, tourism, recreation and leisure uses.
· Objective 6.21 talks of a River Use and Management Plan and to examine the commercial and recreational potential of the River Lee and Upper Harbour for all users.
· Chap 7 (para 7.31) Enhance Tourism refers to “..enable the expansion of the range of cultural attractions, with an emphasis on the maritime and other cultural assets of the city.”



2.  Relevant Extracts from Phase 1 Preliminary Consultation Phase
Chief Executives Report Vol 1, Part3, Key Strategic issues and Chief Executives Recommendations
· Key Strategic Issue No 10, Green and Blue Infrastructure, Open Space, Sport and Recreation - recommendations include “…a broad  based river corridor strategy…” and “Celebrate the citys maritime heritage and opportunities under the maritime economy.”

Vol 2 Summary of Submissions and Chief Executives Opinion and Recommendations.
· Submission 211, 61, 92, 343 seem to voice similar opinions to mine in relation to vessel access to the city quays and the possible effect of future bridges. It is noted that the submissions seem to concentrate on the western Light Rail/Public Transport bridge, and the Chief Executives response is limited entirely to that bridge. The greater threat to vessel access is in fact any future Marina and/or Tivoli Bridge, but NO reference is made to them in the response.
· Submission 271 from Port of Cork Company is fully endorsed and worth restating in part, ”POCC suggests that the Citys long maritime connections should continue to be considered as a strength and that the historical connections to the sea would not be lost, through the installation of fixed bridges.
· It is noted that while the POCC submission refers to “bridges” the Chief Executives response refers only to the single Public Transport bridge. 

3. River Liffey Bridges Exemplar
It should be noted that all bridges build on the Eastern river Liffey since the Tom Clark Bridge/East Link in 1984 (Sean O Casey bridge 2005, Samuel Beckett Bridge 2009) have been opening bridges, facilitating ship and boat traffic to the Dublin City quays. 
It should be noted that opening of these bridges for river traffic is not an everyday event, but does serve to retain many options for use of the river and quays.
 It would be deeply unfortunate if Dublins city management were proven to have had more foresight in relation to that citys maritime heritage than has Corks. 

4. Proposed/Possible Marina and Tivoli Road Bridges
[bookmark: _Hlk83991279]Any fixed bridge at the Marina or Tivoli unless of sufficient height (highly unlikely) will in effect close access to the citys quays for all maritime vessels and uses except for very small craft. This will close access for berthage at for example Horgans Quay and Kennedy Quay. 
There would be no ability to facilitate -as now- visiting yachts, naval vessels, small cruise ships, fishing vessels, ferries etc. This would also preclude the city hosting events such as The Tall Ships, or maritime festivals such as SeaFest as it has very successfully done in the past.
It is submitted that the effect on maritime navigation of any fixed bridge East of the proposed Light Rail bridge would be a retrograde step. It would in effect permanently put an end to Cork Citys maritime tradition and historical link to the sea. It would limit much future suitable heritage, tourism, recreational and commercial use of the river. 
It is submitted that this would be contrary to several stated Strategic Objectives and Objectives in the Draft Development Plan. 

Recommended Updates  
That the Development Plan be amended to state that it is intended that any future road bridges downriver/east of the proposed Light Rail bridge be of an opening type in order to facilitate navigation on the river to the city quays area. 

