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Mr. Fearghal Reidy
Development Plan Submissions
Strategic & Economic Development Directorate
Cork City Council
Anglesea street
City Hall
Cork


1st October 2021


Re: Review of Cork City Development 2015-21 and Preparation of a new City Development Plan 2022-2028: Draft Consultation Stage

Dear Fearghal,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission on Cork City's new Development Plan.

I welcome the Council’s comprehensive draft plan for 2022-2028.  As outlined in my Department’s submission last year on the Council’s Issue Paper, we are developing a new national sustainable mobility policy which will be published later this year.  Many of the key policy approaches on sustainable mobility in the draft plan align with the key areas being considered in the development of the new sustainable mobility policy such as the importance of integrating land use and transport policies and the delivery of high quality, permeable pedestrian and cycling networks as part of the transition to a climate resilient society.

I recognise the need to improve sustainable mobility in the Cork metropolitan area and I support the Council’s strategic vision to implement the Cork Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy and develop a transformed sustainable transport system with a significant shift towards walking, cycling and public transport. CMATS sets out an ambitious programme of proposed investment in sustainable mobility for the city in the coming years. I welcome its evidence-based, multi-modal approach to transport planning that has proven successful in many cities internationally and can guide investment in Cork over the short, medium, and longer term, in line with the forthcoming revised National Development Plan allocations.

[bookmark: _Hlk61965833]As also outlined in my Department’s previous submission, since the previous plan was published there have been important policy developments which are relevant to accessible and integrated public transport. My Department considers these should be reflected in the proposed Plan, and particularly in Chapter 4 titled “Transport and Mobility’ and Chapter 10 titled ‘Key Growth Areas & Neighbourhood’. These include:

1) the publication of the “whole of Government” National Disability Inclusion Strategy (NDIS) 2017-2022, which includes specific actions assigned to Local Authorities. For example, action 108 relates to the ‘dishing’ of footpaths and action 109 relates to accessible infrastructure, including bus stops. ‘Dishing’ is where the footpath is sloped for wheelchair access and the lack of same is often cited as a major concern for wheelchair users. My Department welcomes objective 10.12.a (page 311) ‘to enhance and properly maintain the public realm and improve the pedestrian experience for all the city’s users including children, family, the elderly and the disabled’.

2) the ratification by Ireland in 2018 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD). The UNCRPD puts obligations on State Parties to ensure access for persons with disabilities to, inter alia, the physical environment and transportation in both urban and rural areas. 

3) [bookmark: _Hlk74924234]the DMURS Interim Advice Note – Covid-19 Pandemic Response which was published on the DMURS website in 2020. It includes guidance that designers should ensure that measures align with the principles of universal design, consider Government policy on accessibility for people with disabilities and consult people with disabilities to further appraise measures. References in the draft Plan to the 2019 version of DMURS should be replaced with references to the 2020 DMURS Interim Advice Note – Covid-19 Pandemic Response. 

4) To make public transport fully accessible to people with disabilities requires a ‘whole journey approach’ which refers to all elements that constitute a journey from the starting point to destination. Local Authorities are a key stakeholder in this regard in the context of ensuring a universal design approach to the built environment, including footpaths, cycle paths, roads, pedestrian crossing points, town greenways and bus stops/shelters. My Department would encourage the full inclusion of reference 11.226.3 (page 508) of the DMURS Quality Audits – ‘An access audit, as an integral part of the DMURS audit.


Yours sincerely,



Eamon Ryan TD
Minister for Transport
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